
St. Oliver Plunkett Parish 

HARRIS PARK 

 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Chris de Souza PP 
Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino 

29 March 2020 - Fifth Sunday of  Lent 

Website:  www.stoliversharrispark.org.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 9394 Harris Park NSW 2150 
Office Address:  35 Wigram St, Harris Park NSW 2150 
Tel:  (02) 8863 8801    Email:  stoliva@bigpond.net.au 

 
 

School Principal: Barbara Young 
School Tel:     (02) 8633 8300 

MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE 
FOR WORSHIP 
 

During this time when we are no 
longer able to gather to celebrate the Eucharist, Liturgy 
Help has enabled free access to all parishioners in the Dio-
cese of Parramatta. The URL for Parramatta is: 
www.liturgyhelp.com/aus/parra/pray.  

PLEASE NOTE: From the Fourth Sunday of Lent (Sunday 
22nd March 2020), Catholics in the Diocese of Parramatta 
are dispensed from their Sunday Mass obligations until fur-
ther notice (Canon 1248 §2 and Catechism 2181) 

 

SACRAMENTS @ ST OLIVER’S  
 

Reconciliation, Baptism, Marriage and Funer-
als, RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
Funerals and weddings are allowed to take 
place with strict social distancing required 
by the government. Only emergency bap-
tisms will continue at this point, with each 
priest/deacon to use their own discretion on 
how to handle these as long as social dis-
tancing rules are observed.  

Diocese of Parramatta UPDATE ON THE  
 

CORONAVIRUS: 24 MARCH 2020 
 

In the Diocese of Parramatta last weekend, 
some parishes elected to conduct celebra-
tions of the Eucharist with a few people in-
side and the bulk of people outside. That ges-
ture was appreciated by many of the faithful. 
 

However, Stage 1 (as announced on Sunday 
evening (22 March 2020) by the Prime Min-
ister) which has now been implemented ap-
plies to “religious gatherings” of any sort so 
that means that what was permitted last 
Sunday is no longer possible. 
 

Masses and church buildings 
Bishop Vincent has issued instructions to 
parishes, based on the directive of the gov-
ernment, that public Masses (both indoor 
and outdoor) must now cease. Also affected 
by this closure are church buildings, adora-
tion chapels and other church buildings 
used for prayer and religious services. 
 

• The full guidelines can be found on the Diocesan 
website : parracatholic.org/covid19 
 

 

Health guidelines 
 

How can you stay physically safe and pro-
tect yourself from COVID-19?  
 

• Take note of Government messaging re-
garding COVID-19. Only check trusted and 
public websites, media and messaging for 
ongoing accurate updates. 

 

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY 
There will be no editions of The Catholic Weekly 
this weekend and for coming weeks until the 
matter is reconsidered.  
 

DIRECTING READERS ONLINE 
It will be published online in the interim so that you 
can stay up to date and informed with developments on 
all local, national, and international Catholic 
news by going to their website: 
www.catholicweekly.com.au 
 

You can also connect with their Facebook page 
by going online to facebook.com and searching at 
the top of the page for The Catholic Weekly. 
 

TIPS FOR NEWS STORIES 
They are interested in the new ways Catholics are 
dealing with this crisis and would love to share 
these with the wider Catholic community. If you 
have an idea or know of any story, please email 
relevant information - including who to contact -  
 

to us at: cweditor@catholicweekly.com.au 

 

Plenary Council Prayer 
 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land. 
 

   O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia 
   and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council. 
 

Give us the grace to see your face in one another 
and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road. 
 

   Give us the courage to tell our stories 
   and to speak boldly of your truth. 
 

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other 
and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying. 
 

Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, 
   that we may live the joy of the Gospel. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
bread for the journey from age to age. 
 

 
Amen. 
 

 

DUE TO COVID-19, PUBLIC MASSES ARE SUSPENDED AND 
CHURCH BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

Further updates can be found here: www.parracatholic.org/
covid19 as the situation we are in is so fast changing and complex. 
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https://yourcatholicfoundation.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e54ab3f3d76f858d8cb604685&id=60a909e81d&e=07541a2922


 

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an  

anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.  
     
 

Deceased:   Jeanette Coorey | Queenie Nicholas | Maurice Coorey | Christine Coorey | Nahila Haddad 
  Gregory Stephens | Carol Moses | Coorey, Norman, Budwee & Nicholas Families | David   
  (Dib) & Theresia Romanos | Romanos Family | Tony & Samira Abood & their Family    
  Fred Betros Family | Constanton Family | Ray Malkoun | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun 
  Samiha Frome | Holy Souls in Purgatory especially for those who have no one praying for them 

 

Anniversary: Godofredo San Pedro 
 

Sick:   All the Sick especially those who are sick in our parish community 
 

Envelopes for Mass Intentions are available at the church or please contact or visit the parish office if you have any re-
quest for mass offerings or home/hospital visit for the sick. 

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP VINCENT TO THE PEOPLE OF PARRAMATTA DURING THE CORONAVRUS CRISIS  
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 

Many of us feel powerless in the face of this corona virus pandemic. We see in a devastating way how 
widely a virus spreads person to person and the immense damage it is doing to our community.  
We are indeed living in a time of great crisis locally and globally. So, it is only human that we will experi-
ence considerable fear and anxiety.  
However, as people of faith in Jesus of Nazareth, we are called to place our trust in our God who promises 
to be present with us even in these times of great suffering and sickness.  
Even in his seeming absence, we still place our hope in the One who loves us tenderly and with great mer-
cy. And so, as responsible citizens and faithful Catholics, in solidarity with our wonderful doctors and 
health professionals, our first rule must be: "Do no harm."  
That means not doing anything that might spread the virus to others with whom we live in community. 
We need to listen to our medical experts and not to conspiracy theorists who use any crisis to profiteer or 
stir up hatred and division.  
We must also comply with the directives of our government authorities for the sake of the common good. 
The gospel calls us to practice such solidarity in these difficult days.  
As many of you already know I have issued a statement which involves the closure of churches and the 
curtailment of our regular worship practices until this crisis abates.  
Please adhere strictly to these directives that I have given. Further updates can be found here: 
www.parracatholic.org/covid19 as the situation we are in is so fast changing and complex.  
All of us in the Diocese of Parramatta must follow these guidelines without exception, so that we can be 
like St Joseph: ‘Protectors of Life’.  
 

Becoming ‘Protectors of Life’ will certainly demand of us sacrifices. Let’s especially not forget the suffer-
ing in our midst: the elderly, the weak, the disabled, the homeless, the unemployed et cetera. Let us not 
forget vulnerable groups and communities: the indigenous, the asylum seekers in detention, prisoners et cetera.  
Then there are also those whom the Catholic Church through the traditional Lenten Project Compassion supports.  
In previous ages before germs and viruses were understood, people blamed strangers, Jews and ‘outsider’s’ 
for sickness. Anyone who was different could be the target of people's fear.  
So, let us in these days be especially mindful of caring with compassion and charity for any persons in 
community who are on the ‘margins': be they the aged, the chronically ill and all those living in poverty 
and isolation. Let our love for them be real and concrete.  
May we also use these days to deepen our prayer and spiritual lives. Even as we mourn our losses, Pope 
Francis encourages us, “Let us call upon him today, firmly rooted in prayer, for without prayer all our ac-
tivity risks being fruitless and our message empty.” (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 259)  
So please visit our diocesan website at: www.parracatholic.org/covid19 for some good and helpful infor-
mation about how we can follow this path of deeper prayer. It includes online liturgy resources for personal 
and family prayer and various options for viewing Mass on-line and meditating on the daily scripture readings.  
The coronavirus crisis strikes fear and anxiety into people across the globe. It also reveals deep cultural 
prejudices and divisions against the elderly, the weak and even those of certain race and ethnicity.  
Our faith makes us step beyond these human boundaries. It expands our horizons and pushes the limits of 
our capacity to love.  
Through the example of Jesus, we are called to embrace those vulnerable in our society and reach out to 
them. It is not the time to look after ourselves only but to care for others, through our prayers, acts of 
kindness and deep communion with them.  
 

May these days of suffering and fear draw us ever close to Christ and let’s all pray with Pope Francis to 
Mary, our mother: 
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the coronavirus pandemic  
 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.  
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your 
faith firm. You, Salvation of all People, know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as 
in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine 
Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself 
our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.  
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in 
trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.  
 

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv  
Bishop of Parramatta  
Given at Parramatta on 25 March 2020  
The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord  


